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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

EDUCATED DEMOCRACY.

The Specch which will be found below was de-
Fivered nearly a twelvemonth ago by the Hon. Cras.
J. InaersoLr,* of Philadelphia. Finding senti-
ments so liberal and conservative in many respeots,
and heightened in interest by the ability of the au-
hor, thongh mixed up with some eccentricities, we
ecomceived that it would be not an unfitting pendant
to & brief discussion which our readers may remem-
ber under the caption of “The Democracy and
Education,” originating in certain exceptionable
wiews broached in the Inaugural Address of Gov.
Axprew Jousson, of Tennessee, and we laid it
aside for a season until we might find convenient
space for it. But other matters diverted our view
from it until a few days ago, when it presented
itself avew. Thinking that it might yet amuse,
if not instruct, some of our readers, we avail our-
selves of a spare column or two to give it a place.

Bome of the remarks of Mr. INGERsOLL, it is
proper for us to say, are sufficiently piquant and
awakening; more so perhaps than we should have
dared to plunge into ourselves. But he has been
distinguished in the Democratic faith, in and out of
QCongress ; and very elear it is, at least, that he is
mo advoeate for ignorant Demoeracy. This might
maturally have been expected, for the country has

ments ; and all must own that he invokes high
Pemocratie suthority from the past days of our
Republic for the stand he takes in behalf of talents
aad education as the requisites and adornments of
republican statesmen, and that he regards neither
secomplished manners nor Shakspeare’s hints about
dress as incompatible therewith. We offer no
epinion whatever upon several of Mr. INGERSOLL'S
points, but present, in justice, the whole of his re-
marks that they may speak for themselves. Certain-
1y there is not a partiele of Jack-Cadeism in them,
whatever other characteristics they may possess.

ADDRESS OF THE HON. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL.

Within the recollection of many here present, assertion
of American approximation to European standards, po-
Titical, moral, religious, scientific, or literary, was so
repudiated there as to be discredited here. In less than
ane lifetime American spontaneous development, without
forcing, has convinced the old kingdoms that this young
republic is at least formidable and becoming civilized.
Flattered by that transatlantic acknowledgment, which
Ritherto has been always more impressive than indigen-
ous self-complacency, our vanity will now hardly bear
the truth, but takes umbrage if not adulated.

Yet I shall submit, gentlemen, as we ought to be able
to be admonished without irritation, some reflections,
familisr, desultory, perhaps vapid, though salted with a
few facts, the experience of an old and ardent vindicator
of American politics, letters, and society, too cordially
their advocate when weak to flatter their failings when
strong. Not sttempting to reach the very firmament of
learming, and dealing with only permanent politics, I
shall net meddle with the subterranean, whose indigni-
ties, however, I agree with Bacon, are the muddy road to

ities.

%ﬁng torn up, root and branch, the ancient basis of
popular subordination, turned the social cone upside
dewn, put venerasted summits underneath and ground-
Eings uppermost, the problem of demoeratic representa-
tive Government, an American discovery, which we claim
a= patented by these United States, has now gone so far
chat it wust be worked out, certainly in the new world,
if met in the old. And that mighty solution is, whether
guch radical reform is benign sdvance or pernicious re-

. Most of those speaking English, whose num-
ber will probably come to be the greatest on the globe,
many speaking French, not & few Germans, and a paucity
of athers, believe, with nearly all of us, that it will end
well. It seems to be, at events, the manifest and
Emevitable destiny of a large portion of mankind ; though
there are many who apprehend that it will prove an over-
whelming cataclysm, or fatal conflagration, like the firat
deluge, to destrey the world.

The chief responsibility of the trial is ours, and as all
gevernment, like all men, continually tends to evil, con-
otant watchfulness is indisg ble to detect, expose, and
prevent abuse and decsdence ; the price of liberty being
eternal vigilance to guard against usurpations not only of
she fow butof the many.

Stagnation is almost every where considered retrograde.
Progress is the endeavor and boast of all the countries
we admire. An eminent French royalist, Mr. Berryer,
Bately in their national ‘convention, full of the best-read,.
if not practical, at nny rate learned public men, challeng-
ed contradiction of his assertion that French monarchy
Bes proved more progressive than French republicanizm,

has outstripped democratic America of late.
Qur greatest national reform, and that by mere recur-
renee to the first principles of our Government, the inde-
peadent treasury, falls short of the vast reformation by
free trade in England and the repeal of taxes equal in
samount to our whole national revenue ten years ago. We
hug ourselves with the mistaken self-sufficiency that we
are ahead of all the restof the worldin beneficial changes.
But would American ocean steam ascendancy ever have
Boen what it is but for emulating English predecessors in
that advancement! Woald Congress, without British ex-
ample, have enscted postage, against which I con-
fiess I voted constantly and repeatedly ! In simplification
of jarisprudence, in even extension of suff
within the last few years, the leaders or superiors of our
British kindred ! 7
A foreigner of great authority, after personal examina-
Gion, (M. de Tocquerille,) in the thirteenth edition of his
work on America, testifies that property is safer in this
country than in any other, as it is because so many more
are property-holders here than elsewhere. Btill,
the want of suthority to prevent and to punish licen-
Gious infringements on private property and rights, we
are in an imperfect social state far inferior to better civi-
Eized communities. The chorus to one of our national an-
“ Let independence be our boast!" is chanted as
y childrensnd domestics and workmen as by states-
the tenure by which almost every thing is held
good-will than suthority..
is a restless passion for change, and what is
'orm is attractive to freemen. But it ismuch
to alter than improve. Defects in government are
peroeptible ; attempts to smend which, instead of
advancements, are mostly retrograde, and the fair trial
af great radical reforms is injured by diverting attention
o experiments of superficial changes. Results
are apt to be beneficial when inveterate abuses are care-
fally eradicated by highly cultivated men, like Milton,
Raocke, Romilly, Peel, Bentham, or Brougham. If Penn,
Franklin, or Jeffglson graft our stock, though learning,
expericoce, prudence, and care attend their experiments,
yel they sometimes fail. But as foresight is no part of
@ven the wisest human nature, when the ignorant, who,
mot having read the past, cannot possibly comprehend
the fature, rush headlong into the dark abyss ; still worse,
when mere partisans, competing for base populsrity, and,
worse than all, when foreign beggars on horseback, with
their wild, revolutionary schemes, undertake, reform is
€hen the road to ruin.  Bensualists in agitations, they are
like what Cicero says of youthful voluptuaries in plea-
gare : Nihil esse tam detestabile, tamque pestiferem quam
woluptatem. Hinc patrim proditiones, hine renum repub-
Kicarem eversiones, hinc cum hostilus clandestins colle-
quia nasci, nullum denique scelus, nullum ruslum faci-
Bas :::- ad quod suscipiendum non libido voluptatis im-
The framers of the Constitution of the United States

w”g:::;gi lg:in:: pn:;ia:; for change. But reite-
ons ter the State Constitutions, always
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1 bave pushed reforms
to the verge of British re'pv.diuzd Government.
Reitorated conventions, with unlimited power, supplant
daly organized legislation, usurping parliamentary omni-
potence. Nor do our refo
amentary omnipotence stops, which De Lolme Says can
do any thing but makes man & woman; for gangs of

* This Address was delivered at Philadelphis on the
T4th of November, 1853, by request of the Society of the
Alamni, at the of the one hundred and fourth
saniversary of the
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A common d e and newspaper logic is that popu-
lar elections for every give more power to the peo-
ple, while all see and feel that it is the vile venal aris.
toeracy of place-hunters, whose power is increased to the
infinite detriment of the people and the sovereiguty. A
substantive evil of perpetusl attempts at political amend-
ments is, that they prevent moral snd phyaical, territorial
and various other ameliorations, and some necessary re-
forms are Incongruously prosecuted. No sober or sensible
rson can well doubt that intemperance by drink, by its
F;rful ™ far ex sll ancient excess in that
way, calls aloud for some But can the mote of
whiskey be expelled by the beam of tobacco?! Or men
scolded into scbriety by others, many of themclergymen,
who live by stimalation more irrational and pernicious
than drink, and its primary sebool for indulgence bﬁ bo{s
smoking and chewing, which edacates them to be -
ards? If, with Borke, we should not say, * let the thun-
ders of the pulpit descend on drunkenness, 1 stand up for
gin,"” at least let us be consistent with temperance.
Madness of radicalism and scism is caused by s flaw in
the granite blocks from the Plymouth rock, which are the
corner-stenes of our free schools. The most educated
without religion will not be the best eduented people.
Elevate the understandiog without purifying the affec-
tions of a rising generation, add the vast power of read-
ing to the sovereign power of voting, snd a great, fierce,
werful, gigantic nation may rise ingenious, enterprig-
r:g. formidable, irresistible, the hardiest seamen, the
bravest soldiers, the skilfullest artisans, with books and
bowie knives, revolvers and rifles, weapons brandished
in every hand, and arrogance spouting from evety tongue,
but all unhallowed by religious subordination, wise men
fear will be a nation not to reform, but to gcourge man-
kind. I have heard it piously preached from the pulpit
that free schools will require penitentiaries wherever
reading is taught without edacating the heart as well as
the mind. The Governor of & Northern State gives it ns
his experience of crimes that, for the most part, our mur-
derers are Germans, qur pesce-breakers Irish, but our
cheats natives of this country. Our places of worship
are s many pastoral influences perhaps as great, and our
people generally as religious s others. But taming and
subordination seem extremely dificult te rear, notwith-
standing llustrious examples of eminent religious men,

Whenever our posterity are as far from the present age
as we are from Sm battle-field of Thermopylwe, and re-
mote history becomes sentimental, asitalways does, which
we are now too near yet to appreciate, the religious fen-
tures of our wars will shine smong the brightest of early
American annals. Their three greatest commanders—
Washington in the revolution, Jackson in the second war
with England, and Beott in the war with Mexico—atthe
head of conquering armies inculeated pious reverence.
Nor, let it be added in this assembly of youths, was there
in the Sublime Pagan orisons of the renowned eve of
Thermopyle any thing more edifying than the young
Christian Lieutenant premising the most effective of our
naval victories by calling men to prayers before he clear-
ed his ship for action on Lake Champlain.

If the pernicious want of early religions instruction
contains the root of our school system, there are also
functional infirmities to be apprehended ; the pestilence
of sectarianism, the contamination of local party politics,
and the vulgar rapacities of jobs.

Lately, an Irish servant in a Philadelphia family, thence
rising to be a cab driver, and disappointed of further ad-
vancement to a place in the Custom House, is now a teach-
er in one of the Philadelphia public shools. So uncom-
mon an instance of preferment is not mentioned to dis-
parage either that incumbent or the institution, who, it is
presumable, passed the regular examination. The teach-
er of ancient languages, when I was at this University, a
fine scholar and admirable pedagogue, was Irish, and
learned Irishmen are more common than learned Ameri-
cans. Dut the late Hibernia schoolmaster alluded to
had certainly not come from the scholastic Mecoa nt Ply-
mouth rock when, from menial service, promoted to a
st much better paid than any associate Judge of the
ourts of Common Pleas of this State, and without liabil-
ity to that precarious rotation in office which exchanges
the highest judicial functionaries in most of our States,
under modern reformation.

Let me protest, too, against a common American delu-
sion, propagated by an ill-informed press, that open cn-
reer from any to every public station is exclusively and
even pre-eminently an American speciality. It is no such
thing. Open career is now almost universal. The Fog-
lish bar, church, and society teem with such distin-
guished upstarts. The French army has taken dozens of
marshals and generals from the ranks, and the church
its prelates. Even in Turkey every man may rise to be
grand viziers; and, if 1 am not mistaken, Marshal Die-
biteh, who not long since led the Russian army to the
Balkan mountains, and Prince Paskiewitch, who subdued
Hungary, rose from low beginnings to be the makers of
their own fortunes.

Having just mentioned the American prees, it shounld
be added that the British press and the French, and I
believe the German, are all conducted by men much bet-
ter cducated than most of our editors. Public opinion in
England, where the press is almost as free as ours, and
in other countries where not so free, is indoctrinated at
any rate by scholars and fine writers, with a classical
finish superior a8 indeed may be said to nearly all of us
Americans.

When from schools we rise to colleges, their excessive
numbers and diminutive classes, the unavoidable off-
spring of wide-spread independent realms, depreciate di-
pll’omu, baccalaureates, masterships, and all other colle-
giate honors; so that it is not always certain whether
doctorate of laws is a dignity or disparagement.. Such as
it is, however, it is now nearly half a century since any
Governor of Pennsylvania has had that or any other col-
legiate, literary, or scientific title to consideration—dis-
franchisement peculiar to Pennsylvania. The first six
Chief Magistrates of this Commonwealth, after it became
independent, wore all gentlemen of education, cultivation,
and superior information; and they were all Philadel-
phians. Among the vagaries of progress, in a free and
flourishing State more populous and opulent than several
of the kingdoms of Europe, one-sixth of the people, the
metropolitan population, have been for nearly half a cen-
tury ostracised by the rest; so that no resident of this
metropolis or any graduate of.a college has been, by any
of the various parties, ever even nominated for Governor.
By the individual influence of an able and enthusiastic
Executive, New York, without natural advantages over
Pennsylvania to become the Empire State, is so, when
Pennsylvania might have been, if De Witt Clinton had
been chief magistrate here instend of there. And the
example of such leaders, moreover, induces a succession
of their emulators, instead of s dynasty of drive
Pennsylvania rings with daily boasts that she is the Key-
stone, the backbone of the Union. A Thiladelphia de-
mocrat of former days used more pertinently to vaunt
beras the wheelhorse of the confederated team, patiently
following in the shafts wherever Virginin, Massachusetts,
or, ultimately, New York, lead. Laudable and judicious
combination of city and college ascendancy, Boston and
Cambridge together gave Massachusetts two Presidents,
a Vice President, several superior Becretaries of State,
sometimes three foreign Ministers at the same time from
the single town of Boston, and altogether eight, at differ-
ent periods, from that town, to the whole State of Penn-
sylvania’s six, four of whom four different Administra-
tions took from less than one and the same squarein P'hi-
ladelphia; while no President, only one Viee President,
one Secretary of State, and anslogous paucity of all Fe-
deral dignities, have been the ot of this self-sacrificing
State.

As Voltaire says that Roman Castholics and Quakers
are the religions persuasions most alike, by reason that
extremes meet, so, individual and multitudinons, the two
extremes of arbitrary sovereignty have met in their simi-
lar apprehensions of large cities. Despotic and dissolute
kings of France, to avoid the populace, removed their
seat of government from Paris to the small town of Ver-
sailles. The sovereign people of Pennsylvania, to eseape
an 0 posite urbane influence, removed theirs from Phila-
delpzu to n small country town. The French removed
proved a stride on the royal road of reform to ruin, Tre-
mendous revolution followed, which, after sixty years of
awful convulsions, is not yet over, except that the royal
reformers by removals are put down forever. What the
Pennsylvania refoxming removal may lead to is yet among
the undivalged mysteries of progress. Butalready legis-
lation has ensued, whose chief and ordinary function is to
destroy all equality of transaction and of property by
surreptitiously incorporsting almost every y for al-
most any thing. Bubormed by extraneouns, clandestine,
and increnging conventions of managers, neither educated
nor wealthy, but needy and greedy interlopers, Legisla-
tures elected by the people are reduced to imperium in
imperio, pravum imperium in imperio turpitudiniz, and in-
fluenced by emissaries from Philadelphia, Baltimore,
New York, Boston, Washington, and ?rbqn London, as
no Legislatare probably would or could be at any seat of
refined intelligence, supervision, and ghecked by
the class of respectable citizens of all parties who repre-
sented both the city and county of P! elphia when the
Legislature st in Philsdelphis. Removal hence, instead
of the desirable reform which should give the ruricolist
and yeomaary population suthority to curb, control, and

chastise ent city commotions and combined city
wealth, or its counterfeits, has never uced an #mi-
nent farmer or scientific mechanie, wit one ex-

eeption, as of Peunsylvania. col-
leginns, farmers, and mechanics have been all nlike ex-
cluded, while mmn.mdmnmm
ascribes the F tion, have legisiated for this
State; and of late years imputations, so general as to be
published in all our journals, snd, indeed, in legislative
E««ﬁn@. denounce the venality of legisiators and

vernors as so common that their chief occupations are

Btate, and other distinguished gentlemen.

said to be not to make laws, but make money.

e from first to last, been the
leaders of this Confederscy, had the in
originating the Revolution and the n, and have
enjoyed the largest share of national snd emolu-

represen the metropolis of Pennsyl-
vania at Washington can fail to feel how much more in’ﬂ-
ence Richunndd ::l:n Bonto:m inh“t:d thn:; m‘ Phﬂnd;lphh
Corruption, so y to rare,
I believe, st Richmond and l&nﬂ. Laws at nbu.r*
are often frauds, said to be inevitable by contrivances of
clandestine logislation, transpiring, like Delphie oracles,
portentous mysteries.

It was one of Mr. Gallatin's sayings, before this sbomi-
nable progress, that all Americen public men must be
poor; that no American politician can be both smbi-
tious and avaricions. But we have changed all that,
and three dollars per diem is eagerly sought as an smple
fortune.

How much ignorance has cost'the State is beyond the
reach of calculation; how much men, elevated by edu-
cation, would have increased its resources by wise deve-
lopment, and prevented, by like wisdom, their sbuse!
The State debt of Pennsylvania is, in one respect, more
onerous than the enormous national debt of Great Britain.
Of the forty millions we owe twenty-three are owned in
Europe; so that one million three hundred thoussnd dol-
lars must be sent abroad every year out of Pennsylva-
nis, in coin or its equivalent, whereas the interest of the
British debt, mostly held at home, is satistied by a check
dhnwn and left in bank, without actual payment of s cent

coin. .

Our constitution and institutions all predicate that this
public detriment is ascribable to want of edueation and
disregurd of weil-educsated public functionaries, ience
decline of that virtue whish Montesquieu sigualises as
the vitality of republics. That prime minister of a sov-
ereign people, the free preds, continually inculeates pre-
ference for an aristocracy, which it ennobles as self-made
men, meaning men without early education, who are ex-
tolled as special favorites of a community heavily taxed
to educate every body, and where every ghild is taught
that It is disgraceful not to be educated.” Yet, by most
inoonsistent E;otriue, for youths to chop wood instead of
foing to schoolis the best rudiment for learning to chop
ogic, and mauling logs the rudiments of logarithms,

No well informed or educated msn, no thinking man,
undervalues the self-made eminent. Nearly all eminent
men are sell-made. Btill school and college do not spoil
their education, however longand strenuonsly self-culturs
is pursued afterwards. 'The strongest sinews are not im-
paired for government by cultivated brains. Jefferson
was a8 much self-made as Roger Sherman, Nor, in those
days that are said to have tried men’s souls, would it have
disqualified Jefferson for Governor of Pennsylyania that
he loved science and the classios, took from the Iliad an
cpitaph for his lamented wife, which, in these days of re-
form and progress, remains on her tombstone engraved
in Greek, and for his own epitaph chose to be inscribed,
not ** Here lies the Author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence,” but ¢ Father of the University of Virginia.”
Both of these largely suggestive mementos are now said
to be themselves buried under the rubbish of the elegant
homestead he in vain dedicated to philosophical retire-
ment and refined hospitality ; enjoyments frustrated ;Jiy
either failure or abuse of his own delightful theories. .
Guizot considers the sixteen educated gentlemen who
signed the Declaration of Independence the salt of that
sncrament. And if their refinement condemned them to
inequality with the other forty, & deapotism was founded
a8 well as o democracy. Let us by no means undervalue
that massive good sense which distinguishes the Ameri-
can mass above other people; that mother wit which,
like geniug, will often supply the place of learning, and
indeed is sometimes better. Dut the common sense of an
educated mass must be superior to that of an uneducated ;
and, among the American masses, it is where they are
best educated that they excell in common sense,
Self-made men, without early education, sometimes,
though by no means often, rise to great distinction, like
the American monaroh, or dulce faciie princeps, nud model
of that aristocracy of mind, our fellow-townsman, Frank-
lin. But how he cherished and patronised education and
learning |

An Executive emanation has lately called such Euro-
pean a3 well as American attention to his dress as may
warrant notice of that supposed reform. During several
years’ residence among the high society of London, Frank-
lin, conspiouous not only as a man of science, but admir-
able conformist, by good sense, to good breeding and its
advantages, easily became an sccomplished courtier, and
his manners were ns pleasing as his discoverics were stri-
king, his billet-douz as captivating as his public corre-
spondence was commanding; he was a gentleman and a
lady’s man. His hatural son, the Governor of New Jer-
sey, lived here in rich and fashionable state; and that
s0n's natural son, who sccompanied his grandiather to
Frouce, afterwards lived till he died in Paris in elegant
pleasure.

When the cidevant old printer, more than seventy years
old, repaired thither to plead for his forlorn country at
the most magnificent, and fastidious, and satirical Court
of Europe, the transatlantic octogenarian was no peasant
of the Danube, no boor or contemner of the however friv-
olous conventionalities of courts and fashionable society,
but knew perfectly how to estimate them at whatever
they might be worth, and they were sometimes worth a
treaty or o peace. Dressed like other old gentlemen, as
his picture with one of kis kindred in this city, transfignr-
ed on innumerable sign-posts, ‘testifies, his garb was court-
ly, like his manners, and like those of his successor, Jef-
ferson, and of Jefferson’s successor, Wm, Short, long well
known in Philadelphin as & model of tiat sttractive de-
meanor and playful ease which characterized Talleyrand,
Metternich, and many more of the deepest thinkers. If
I am not mistaken, Franklin was not aceredited as a min-
ister, and could mot therefore appear in that highly ex-
clusive sanctuary, the court circle. Bat of his dress and
address, mauners, habits, and charming intercourse there
is plenty of traditionary and literary evidence. The only
historical record except the pictorial, I am aware of, of
his clothes, however, is in a letter to Fox from Gren-
ville, who, with Oswald, represented the British Govern-
ment at Paris, in which letter he states Franklin's stur-
dily patriotic declaration not to sign the treaty of peace
and independence in any other dress than that he wore
when Wedderburn sbused him st the British Privy Council.

While American foreign ministers, like all other men
of the world, will best represent good breeding and ac-
complish desirable ends by simplicity of dress and ad-
dress, yet the American Government should attest its con-
viotion that social singularity is mever useful; that its
foreign ministers, even with the vis ateryo of & formidable
nation to uphold them, ought to be gentlemen as well as
statesmen ; and that men like Frankiin, rather than those
suspmd to be dressed like him, will best serve this am-
bitious republic. The same attempt to reform dress was
made at the outset of Jackson's Administration, and fail-
ed entirely. The philosophy of a court dress is not its
finery, but that, like Penn's dress and that of the Qua-
kers, it does not change with the fashions.

As this archaiology of garb comes with the authority of
State papers and personages, let us followit for s moment
from vklin's to Washington's ontward maa, since to
the same chief magistrate who lately ordered a reform of
dress it has been objected by public journals that he
drives a fine carriage, with well-dressed servants, and
rides and dresses with some display. = Many of thoee here
present, and all Philadelphians sixty years old, must re-
member Washington's dress and equipage before reform
was intolerant or progress rampant. I.If: coach and six
stately horses, with several servants in gay liveries; the
court dress and small sword in which i: delivered his
consecrated farewell address; the simple dignity with
which he resided, as some of the still extant city directo-
ries of that time register, as * George Washington, Presi-
dent of the United States, No. 190 Higle street:"” that
dwelling and his_Presidential dignity there were highly
characteristio of the wonderful man, of whom the more
we learn the greater is the universal admiration, not only
of the virfue and wisdom, but of the order, method, sys-
tem, deportment, the sagacious greatness in little things
a8 well as im ble reotitude on great occasions of
the first chief magistrate, whose republican example was
the precedent to settle destinies,

The original manuscripts may yet be published, ss fac
similes of his public nccounts have been. 1 have had and
read the originals in his plain, clear handwriting—of his
careful directions to his secretary, Tobias Lear, when
coming to Philadelphia to be inaugurated as first Presi-
dent. Wisely declining the house prepared for him, and
refusing to be the tenant of the vublic, he desired Mr.
Lear to take & suitable one for his residence; gave the
most minute instructions as to the kind of horees he pre-
ferred ; the liveries of his servants; their color, ont, and
facings; the kind of jockey ﬂtw be worn by his pos-
tillions ; the sort of .t?lutlahe il“l.'d for their caps; in
short, particularized all these seeming trivialities of
ndentharwxul_; as if they were the plan of & Mw
battle, or the la;::h‘u dls A

Garb, m.“ exterpals are insignificant ob-

acts of ei animadversion or reform. Federalists made
ttle qut of Jefferson’s plush breeches, and Demoorats as

little out of his French Material changes have
Mpm-mhoﬁmlmmmwmw
gance of in W or Jefferson’s time there
was no conoeption. 80 cheapened as to near-
Iy equalize dress for all : god-send slavery,
’ diffuses m-llﬂtd-s:du.” oo

A partisan in the oroa-

ments of & President’s table, may have its vulgar run.
But the moral of such vulgarity comes when another mem-~

otic optimism, w:hmu:.z

much greater than that of any other country that the
American, unconscious of it, is witlout a constant enjoy-
ment; for liberty verging to excess is

referable to t; .udt&np-.vﬂdmm
ess reform, to putri stagnation. The whole world

msy methodize, but canmot pre-
vent the movement.

is in motion.
Our felicity is to begin untrammelled with antique hin-
drances, to start with traditional liberty incomparably

distance impregoably fortified; free to avoid chronic dis-
mntm of the old, yet adopt all their healthy impulses.

The legitimate ‘parent of national happiness, power,
and dignity, mother earth is the natural narse n.mfn .
dian of the largest portion of our population. Mmm-
lords, in on to other classes, than in any other
country, the firmest of all bulwarks, fortify ﬂu‘lﬂl, from
the remote borders of vast domains to the gardens which
surround towns. Some of their agriculture equals the
most finished of Europe; and horticulture is fm-
proving, with & profusion of vegetable abundance mostly
unknown elsewhere. Booieties and science daily show
that all the products of the earth improve as much as
man by cultivation. Belf-made potatoes and peaches are
very inferior to the well-brought up. Unlike the farms
of some of the best-cultivated regions of Europe, where
tenantries till the earth, here it enjoys for i and its
husbandry the inestimable advantage of being wrought
by its owners. All around Philadelphia fine farms are
managed by landlords, whose futhers and grandfathers
owned the same farms before their descendants, A race
of more educated and enterprising landlords, of whom
there have always been many south, and others are be-
ginning north of us, on more extensive homesteads and
with more perfect cultares, superndding ingenious science
to plodding experience and plentiful sapital to productive
abor, are beginning the establishment of farms as profita-
ble as professtons for eduonted men, thus uniting with the
¥ & rural equestrian order, slt.ufothu e surest
relisnce for conservative freedom, individual indepen-
dence, and national protection.

And what magnificent distances they master! With
ample verge and room enough, from the Atlantic to the
Tacific multiplying landlords, natural noblemen, with
natural parks, forests, and game preserves, far surpassing
those of artificial noblemen in artificial enclosures, in-
creasing almost geometrically ! All will speak one mother
tongue, all inkerit the same regulated freedom. G:eat
Britain, France, Germany, and Italy, each nation is com-

scted of a heterogeneous conglomeration of conquered
Eingdomu, welded into political amalgamation, by which
every one of them speaks langusges unintelligible to
other provinces of the same compulsion. ‘On this broad
continent of ours liberty fuses dialect as it elevates man-
hood. Therefore, the destiny of such a country to ag-
grandizement is manifest, because it is natural, if not
unavoidable. Short-sighted prejudice deprecates union of
the whole American continent by spontaneous annexation
in one entire and perfect commonwealth “for free and
peaceable intercourse, political, commereial, social, and
kindred, such a8 Sully says Henry the Great proposed for
all Europe two hundred years ago.

Not a foot of our actual confederation came by force or
fraud, but every inch by fair purchase and free consent—
Louisiana, Florids, Oregon, undeniably, and Texas, too,
though much belied. Mexican aggression forced hostili-
ties' to subdue California, which wag, moreover, paid for;
and every day demonstrates that it would have been much
better for Mexico and for mankind if we had pever re-
linquished what was as humanely as triumphantly sub-
dued. While ever it continues the result of natural and
pacific influences, North American governmental exten-
gion is more natural than dispossession of the aboriginal
Indian landlords of the wholesoil. Liberty, tranquillity,
sud prosperity, bestowed on ill-governed, benighted, dis-
contented, and warring regions, proclaim the invariable
territgrlnl reform ; and who should deprecate such pro-

ess ?

One of the mightiest incentives to such snnexation is
that most precious and undervalued severeign privilege,
never tried till by this country ventured, the right of man
which endows him with universal suffrage, if not criminal
or pauper. Three millions of bold sovereigns uniting, on
the same day, thousands of miles apart, without commo-
tion or molestation, in patriotic concert—and three times
three, and many more, will soon unite, asone man, in one
great union, in good English, (if a little tinctured at first
with Irish or German, that soon melts into the mother
tongue of Shakspeare, and Milton, and Locke)—to desig-
nate their chief magistrate, is a political sublimity more
magiificent than all the romantic beauties of American
mountains, lakes, gigantic waterfalls, and ocean rivers.
Disfranchised European and Asiatic masses yearn to be
mixed with such an American mass. Not only the poor
serf, hind, and pauper, but yeomen, ariisans, tradesmen,
anxious to give work, skill, and wealth for popular privi-
lege. Though a streak of wild and disorganizing revolu-
tion may bein the arriving crowd, yet the main is power-
ful accretion to orderly population, without whom there
would be too few with Titan-vigor to till the fields, build
the cities, construct the railroads, equip and man the
ships, and settle the boundless public lands of these
United States.

Endowed with universal suffrage, when has that privi-
lege disappointed those who trustit? All crowds are.
apt to be tumultuous, sll sovereign powers prome to be
arbitrary, selfish, vioiant, blind, dea}: and atupid. Dut
that is human nature, not the right of man to vote. Go-
vernment itself is a necessary evil, and most people con-
sider all but their own an absurd and clumsy infliction.
But that multitudes of sovereigns as a nation are less
given to injustice or error than single monarchs is the
verdict of all history, which, for one wrong by a people,
is little more than a tissue of the recorded misdeeds of
individual potentates.

Within the last twenty,years Great Britain, by exten-
sion of popular suffrage, has added so much to the pow-
er, wealth, happiness, and stability of that great nation
that ite further incresse is proposed by her statesmen,
Agnin and again within the last five years the landlord
peasantry of France, patriotic conservators of law and
order, peace and property, uneducated but honest land-
lords, as proud of their roods of French soil as, not
prouder though richer, proprietors can be of their broad
acres, their workshops, and their palaces, rebuked the
flagrant frenzies of red republicanism and crushed a
European outbreak of universal diso tion. The
quiet and good temper of British elections were far sur-
passed by those of France, and obviously because all
voted at the latter instead of many excluded, while ille-
gal or any undue influences or disorders were less opera-
tive in France than in either Great Britain or this
country.

That our republican ces have not always real-
ized the republican principles of their American foun-
ders is undeniable ; and it m;y well be donbmhﬂlﬁ.
if surviving, they would not deprecate some nrﬂ‘-
ficial - lglt may endanger their fundamental re.
forms. The dutiful and nonurudb :;o iﬂm in ﬁd:i:
of an exemplary personage who, no
did his polit.!:oal duty, deserves to be commemorated for
general and easy imitation. That indeed,
one of the earliest graduates of this University, and the
first on whom it conferred. the degree of Doctor of Di-
vinity, by his admirable life, is a model which rising
geoerations may study for excellence in piety and morals,
as well as polities and general deportment. us,
bat no bigot or intolerant, there was no pope in his bo-
som or puritanism in his prejudice; earnest and devout
asa ohr;{mn. cheerful and polite as a gentleman, con-
vivial, social, never censorious of recreations or
intruding upon domestic independence; punctual in the
performance of all duties, whether to preach or to vote,
to visit the sick or needy, or to attend n public meeting ;
learned without the least mﬂh of erudition, Bishop
White lived contented at his:city birth-place without
ever wandering from home for health or to kill time;
never signalized by any thing or brilliant, but,
tholigh mild, yet t, brave, snd dauntless, habitu-
ally right and unexceptionable, till, after surviving near
a hus years—upwards of eighty-eight—throughlarge
parts of two memorable centuries, a stainless life, pro-
tracted through happy old age, closed with serene death.
Although such felicitous tem ent was no doubt
partly constitutional, blessed with a geniua for rectitude,
moderation, temperance, and content, yet much was what
seli-control may nccomplish, and the whole was animated
by & natural patriotism which nlways sided with his coun-
| try. [Especislly as its discipline that reverend te
and genuine republican felt it his duty to attend those
sften disagrecable nnd sometimes disgusting ordeals of
politics, the primary elections, the principicum et fores of
our Government. ;

At such turbid, sometimes footid, pools of political dis-
tinetion, heirs apparent of the dest British dukedoms,
nl#lﬂ):!l:hont hesitation F::.Mr coarsest country-
men, the chloroform . Too
many of our hal

the wise
mﬂ shrink from t
on. fault is theirs, not that of wuniversal
suffrage. Nor have such dsinty -
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duty any right to complain that are ¢
ﬁnnﬁmhpuﬂlﬂn&hn«}mwm-

niversal eduoation, universal suffrage, universal reli.

toleration, and universal continental confederation,
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human ut;:?. Tl;;h m;::lr:ﬁh; will of-

po:?h too hﬂ” snd busy, men, to

be careful of their welfare. But many if not every ecrisis

mnmodm;windpdded the bad, and in all pro-
lity always will sgain.

Foreign commerce as extensive as any nation, manu-
factures of nearly every want, all the useful arts flour-
ishing, the polite and elogant in rapid creation, discove-
ries dod inventions, improved architecture, painting,
statuary, and music, comforts multiplied for the needy
and luxury for the rich, with their numbers greatly in-
creased, the whole physical and social condition of these

United States s a theme for neither unpleasant or unpro-
fitable tion.
But, the few cursory views submitted, all the rest

is pretermitted to oconclude with a glance at the mental
element, home literature, the transparent amber in which
recollection and representation of the whole are crystalliz-
ed for admiration or animadyersion and preservation. Of
science, properly speaking, nothing need be said. Its
Americpn excellence is recognised, and now it begins to
be acknowledged also that Amerien is determined and well
begun to have a literature of her own. In that greatest
of all the facul.ies of suthorityand fame with whioh little
Greece outshone enormous Rome, with all her conquests,
and several centuries before Rome attempted any thing of
the sort, America is more than beginning to have a na-
tional literature of her own.

From the commonest journalism, through every stage
of periodical printing up to the highest ranges of biogra-
phy and history, till 'we resch the empyreum of poetry,
there is not a shelf without respectable American occu-
Eants; many of them known, requested, and admired in

urope. American literature exported does not yet equal
foreign literatare imported ; but the balance is every day
vibrating this way. Ton loads ¢f American books are
shipped continually from Boston, New York, Philadel-
phia, and other seaports; and, weighing quality against
quantity, perhaps the odds are ours; for lots of trashy
romance, and of bistory almost as fabulous, sre exchang-
ed for American school books, law books, medical books,
and church books, of which the American editions are not
only morg numerous, but often more accredited than those
of Great Britain, France, Germany, or Italy, Three thou-
sand volumes a ddy are published by a single house in
Philadelphia; that is near eleven hundred thousand vo-
lumes a year. Twelve hundred thousand is the annual
edition of Webster's spelling book; and of his dictionary
80 many that the assignees keep it a profound secret, loat
their grest gains should be divulged.

To appreciate Amerioan progress in literature it is
mecessary to compare the almost nihilty forty years ago
of American books in Europe with their numbers now,
and to contrast the comparative paucity even ten years
8go with the present abundance at home. Immense in-
crease has been constantly, immensely progressive. The
oatalogue of books published in England from 1816 to
1851, both inclusive, thirty-five years, contains forty-four
thousand titles of works. The catalogue of books pub-
lished in the United States from 1820, the first year when
we can begin to count, to 1852, thirty-two years, inolu-
sive, contains more than twenty-three thousand titles of
works, Of these two per cent. are translations and
twenty-eight per cent. reprints, so that seventy per cent.
were Americon literature; and more than fourteeh hun-
dred titles of works have been added to the American
catalogue within the last twelve months.

. In quantity of books, the American product has been
more than twosthirds that of the English within the last
thirty years.

Quality is matter of taste. Amerioan scientific, profes-
sional, and ecclesiastical works equal, if they do not excel,
the European. Spegiing diffidently, because ignorantly,
of poetry and romand® are there not American poets and
novelists in as great vogue at present in England as any
of theirs in this country ? As te history, nothing but the
lingering remains of colonial submission misleads us to
circulste Alison's malignant absurdities congerning our
institutions, or Macaulay’s still more unpardonable, how-
ever captivating, calumoies of Penn, Ramsey, with Stan-
h?e Smith’s continuation. Marshall's Washington, even
old Robert Proud’s history of Pennsylvania, are editions
of reliable historical truths, though in less pleasing styles,
unknown almost by name to many American readers, and
to schools or colleges, but much more worthy to be ac-
cepted as classics than seversl recent British historians.

1t is said thet the American agent lately sent to Europe
to procure articles from various countries therc for exhi-
bition at the New York Crystal Palace—a display admi-
rably vindicating American proficiency in elegant as well
as useful arts—applied for some of the old armor pre-
served in the Tower at London. The Foreign Becretary
acceding to that rather bold request, graciously added,
“* that armor iz yours as well as ours,” Buch an answer
denotes an English gentleman, bearing a classieal English
name, Villiers, decorated with a literary title, Clarendon.
It denotes, too, the spirit of national kindness which
has superceded the contumelious estrangement, when
it was sarcastically said, ‘*who reads an American
book?"” Let us meet that revulsion, at least half way,
in effusion of kindness and profusion of booke. For
Great Britain, in all the immensity of her might, can-
not, and none of her wise men would, exclude America
from inheritance in her ancient glories, intellectual and
phyeical. Their literatu is ours too. We are ers
and rivals in reverence of Shakspeare and Bacon, Milton
and Locke. America, in good English, will carry English

poetry, science, history, and romance, with English law
and order, to regions more remote than Shakspeare’s su-
perhuman fanoy ever imagined, peopled by Dritish off-

spring more numerous than Milton's subimated verse
could solemnize. Vaster regions, brighter skies, univer-
sal education, intenser liberty will familiarize them to
hundreds of millions of Americans.

Contempiation even reverent of such posterity is as
rational and impressive as recollection of any ancestry,
To a rightful share in the glories of the past, America
superadds the delightful prospect of their enhancement
by a still more glorious future, when literature and free-
dom, science and suffrage will be every American's com-
mon inheritance. ! g

—————.

THREE NEW TERRITORIES.

The Fort Smith (Ark.) Herald says :

We learn from Major Dorv, United States agent, who
arrived in town on Monday evening last, that he has con-
cluded treaties with the Senecas, of Sandusky, and the
mixed band of Senecas and Shawnees, and the Quapaws,
three small bands of Indians residing on Grand River,
immediately west of the southwest corner of Missouri
and south of Kansas Territory. Major D. was appointed
by the President Commissioner to negotiate treaties with
these Indians, to obtain from them all of their surplus
Iands, and to settle up their annuities permanently. We
learn from him that the Sandusky Senecas reserve 160
acres for every soul of that band, to be located in one
body, and the balance of the lands are to be surveyed by
the United States Government and sold ; the proceeds of
which are to be paid to the Indians, after dmruuﬂng the
expenses of suryeying and eelling. They are to receive
$16,000 for their pnnuities, and alse something for other
benefits, which we do not now recollect.

The Senecas and Shawnees reserve 80 acres for each
member of the tribe, for which the United States is to
issue ts, and they also reserve sixteen sections to
be a8 common property, the residoe of the lands to
be surveyed and sold on like terms with the Senecas:
their annuities to be put into ope fund and paid in four
instalments. The ws have made a treaty in almost
every I-Eeot like the Senecas ani Shawnees.

Major D. will leave in a few daye to meet the Osages,
on the , where he hopes ty be able to mum.
treaty with them. He will take m escort of troops from
Fort Gibson with him. We hope ve shall soon hear of
his making s favorable treaty witl this roving tribe of

Indians. Their lands lie ln Kansas Territory.

he Cherokees also own 800,000 tcres of land in this

Territory, which they are anxious'to dispose of to the
Government.

The lands obtained from the thre\ small bands men-
tioned above are very fertile and wil watered, and will

fall in the Territory of Cherokee, will be under the
Jjurisdiotion of the Cherokees. \
We hope soon to have it to record that the thres Indian

Territories, 8§ liberally provided for by Mr. Johnaon's

seems 80 peculiarly to be to
say the one term loses hllfo;g p

rated from the'other. It is in xo country only n
bomes are blessed with the full sweeotness oftxo thousand
nameless domestio snd enjoyments embodied
in the term. It is in those rural homes that England is
80 favored. It is true we find occasionally in the United
Btates some fortunate citizen of the desgent
who, through all the vicissitudes of incident to
the nature of our political institutions, been happy
nnonﬁh to retain possession of the domicil in which
snd his forefathers from its foundation were born, and
around which sucoessive generations have added improve-
ments until it has been made all that wealth mdp taste
could accomplish ; but still there is wanting the one asso-
riation which nothing can supply but the history of events
ong past.

Thg suthor's style is easy and agreeable, at times even
poetical ;. and his descriptions of visits to many spots with
which English authors and poets have rendered ue fami-
liar are exceedingly phic and entertaining. The
reader seems to be with in prapria utom-
ders over Annesly He)l and gazes with him upon the
lovely rl-m of Mary Chaworth, or, over to New-
stead, lingers with melancholy interest amid the scenes
where her gifted but ill-fated lover caught his first

irations,

he first two or three chapters will perhaps cause th
Americen reader to smile at the very partial amor 2
thet glows in every line, but & further will con-
vince him that this partinlity has not blinded the author
to the many evils abounding amid allthe wealth, besuty,
snd luxury of merry England, as he deplores with real
enrnestneas the rapid inorease of ¢rime in her manufac-
turing districts and the almost brutish ignorance often
found in some of her loveliest ** nooks.”

But it is not only the rural life of England’s own fa-
vored children that the author describes. The *lowly
thatohed cottage has its own peouliar though humbler
joys; and even while he laments that so many of the
“ beautiful old customs, the hearty old ¢ustoms, the poeti-
cal old customs are gone,” he nevertheless of many
a village festival still enjoyed with all the ardor and fresh-
ness of its first celebration.

It may be thought by some perhaps that this descrip -
tion of rural life in England concerns only those who are
enjoying it; and yet it is certainly not without interest
even to our plain farmers and planters, some of whom
have at least begun to realize the fact that taste and re-
finemont in their rural homes are not incompsatible with
republican principles, and that architectural besuty in
the construction of these homes does not necessarily indi-
cate a treasonable leaning towards the ¢ pomp and cir-
cumstance” of movoarchical Governments; or that the
exclusion of these advantages does not always secure a
smaller expenditure of what is said to be the idol of
Yankee hearts, the ** almighty dollar.”

The work will be found for sale at the bookstore of
Fraxox Tavrom.

E

Tas Seirir Rarper ; an autobiography, by 0. A. Browx-
soN. Bostom: Published by Little, Brown & CosSa¢™
vol.,-pp. 402. Bold by Tayror & Mavry, Washington.
Mr. Browxsox has laid before the public & work of great

interest and learning. He saye of it, in his preface:

* There is no fiotion in it save its machinery. What
is given as fact is fact, or st least is so re ed by the
author. The facts narrated, or strietly avalogous facts, I
have either seen myself or given on what I regard as
ample evidence.”

As it is impossible to wink this subject out of sight,
s thousands upon thousands are engaged heart and soul
in the hope of lifting the marble veil from the face of the
Isis, it is worthy of the highest intellect to warn the un-
wary aud unlearned of the danger to health and body, as
well as the safety of the soul, attending the prosecution
of these inquiries.

Much bharm, Mr. Brownson thinks, has been done lz
telllog these spiritists that 'all spirit-manifestation
mere imagination or fraud. These people know it is not
80. They know they are no knaves, they practice
no trickery, and have no wish to deceive or be deceived.
They are not conseious of any dishonest intentions, and
they have no reason to think that they are less intelli-
gent or less sharp-sighted than they who abuse them as
imposters or ridicule them as dupes.

He thinks the error of these people is in their explica-
tion of the phenowena, and not in asserting its reality.
The true way'is to concede the facts, comcede even their
mysterious and.superhuman character, and then explain
to them their principle and origin, and show them that
they proceed not from good angels, even when apparent-
Iy they are pure and unobjectionable.

The views taken by Mr. Brownson are those of the Rev.
Mr. SBansox, of this city, in his little book entitled * To
Damoxtox,” noticed in this paper at the time of its pube
lication, & book full of learning and timely warning.

CAPTAIN CANOT.
Barrmvons, Serrenser 30, 1854,

Gexrugxes : Ifind in yourissue of to-day a most fat-
tering note of my biographieal sketeh of the “African
Slaver.” While awarding it more praise than it perhaps
deserves for literary merit, I caonot but notice with re-
gret that you regard it, in some degree, ns a work of
imagination. As [ incline to think that its effective value
upon the opiniod of society will be in proportion as it is
believed to be a true picture of the slave trade and of aborigi-
nal negro character, 1 must seize the earliest moment
to say that, in its preparstion, I have in no ingtance al-
tered or embellished the facts furnished by the adven-
turer. Many of his enterprises, and nearly all of his de-
acriptions of African nature, have been verified to me by
the testimony of persons who koew him while in the
trade on the coast or who have visited the continent of
Afriea within late years.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient and obliged servamt,

BRANTZ MAYER.

Proarumss or Rartroaps,—We find the two fellowing
paragraphs in the Alexandria Gazette of the 30th nltimo,
indicating great energy on the part of the companics
named :

Lxiension of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad to
Lynchburg.—We understand that at the recent meeting
of the President and Directors of the Orange and Alex-
sndrin Railroad Company the whole route of the line of
extension to Lynchburg was put under contract and the
construotion ordered to be commenced.

Manasans Gap Railroad —We learn that the Manassas
Gap Railroad will be opened to Front Royal, in Warren
county, to-day. A train of cars will leave here with
President and Directors, Engineers and invi m‘rmh.
this morning, to celebrate the opening of the to the
point designated.

Axoraxr CeNTRAL RAILROAD.—We mentioned a few

favorable weather for track-laying continues for ten
the unfinished part of the road in that direction will

drawn into close quarters.
dent of the H

by the Ohio Mississi line from Bt. to
Sy el b L. Cuirs, a8 B4 Souke te N;'”'m' ol e’
A New Ewp or Dsmoomars.—We t that the | Seamboats, for crossing :
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